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East European Cities — Patterns of Growth and Decline
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Dr. Vlad Mykhnenko

Research Fellow, School of Geography
The University of Nottingham

The talk examines the long-term population trajectories of East European cities and analyses how their
fortunes have changed, both in relation to their past growth profiles and to other settlements. The main
finding is that the absolute and relative positions of cities have declined sharply since the 1960s and
1970s. During the last decade the population of three-quarters of cities has been contracting, and
slightly faster on average than the overall population. The immediate explanation for the downturn
appears to be general demographic decline, including a fall in the fertility rate and international out-
migration, rather than specific urban factors. Some places have fared less badly than others, including
many of the capital cities and the principal centres of rural regions.

Wednesday, 20 January, 2010
at the CAR offices, Gwydir Street

Drinks from 5.30 p.m., Talk at 6:00 p.m.

Please let Maria know by Tuesday, 19 January, if you will be attending (maria.sylvester@carltd.com).
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